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APULEIUS” VENUS AND
SPEECH CHARACTERIZATION

The article explores the character of Venus in Apuleius’ story of Cupid and Psyche,
as well as the lexical tools used for describing her actions and conveying her
speech. Venus is one of the main characters; her speeches take prominent positions
in the story and require special attention. Although the phenomenon of speech
characterization in Latin literature is occasional, it may be assumed that the
character of Venus is distinguished by archaic vocabulary. We see a variety of
words with archaic tint either used by Venus or in relation to her, but the effect of
surprise and novelty produced by these words is much more significant than their
number. This effect is notable in Venus’ soliloquy at the beginning of the story
(Met. 4. 30) and Jupiter’s address to her at the end of it (Met. 6. 23). Even though
Apuleius’ characters do not have consistent voice characteristics and the archaic
words are mostly spread out randomly throughout the novel, it appears that archaic
vocabulary is important for the figure of Venus. The elevated language with archaic
and legal touches stands in contrast to her emotional and petty behavior, improper
for a powerful goddess, which enhances the effect of parody.

Crarbst ocBsiieHa 00pa3y Benepsl B ckaske 00 AMype u [lcnxee Amynest, a Takxe
JIEKCUUECKHUM CPE/ICTBaM, C IIOMOLIBIO KOTOPBIX OIUCHIBAIOTCS €€ ACHCTBHS U peyb.
Benepa — oa1H U3 IaBHBIX TEPOEB CKA3KHU, U €€ PEUH 3aCIyKHBAIOT 0COO0Tr0 BHH-
MaHUs, TaK KaK 3aHUMAlOT Ba)KHOE IMOJIOKEHHE B CTPYKType moBecTBoBaHMs. He-
CMOTpsI Ha TO, YTO B JIATMHCKOHM JIUTEpaType SIBJICHUE PEYCBOW XapaKTEPUCTHKU
MIEpCOHAXeEH BCTpedaeTcs PeiKo, MOXKHO yTBEP)KAATh, 4TO 00pa3 BeHeps! BbIaems-
eTcsl CKJIOHHOCTBIO K apXandeckoil Jiekcuke. Peub camoli Benepsl, ee ommcanms,
a TaKKe peyM MepcoHaKel, oOpallalomuxcst K Hel, 0OHapyKUBAIOT MHOXKECTBO
CJIOB C apXan4IeCKOil OKPACKOH, OJHAKO B JAHHOM CITy4ae BayKHO HE MX KOJIMYECTBO,
a 3¢ PeKT HEOKUTAHHOCTH U HOBHU3HBI, KOTOPBII OHM 00€eCIIeunBatoT. ITOT 3(hpeKT
0COOEHHO 3aMETeH B CBS3HM C MOHOJIOroM BeHepsl B Havane uctopuu (Met. 4. 30)
u peusio FOnmrepa B ee koHIe (Met. 6. 23). XoTs Amyrneil He HajenseT CBOUX mep-
COHaKeH BBIPAKEHHBIMH PEYEBBIMHU XapaKTEPUCTUKAMH U TTOJIB3YETCS apXandeCcKH-
MM CJIOBaMHU B OCHOBHOM 0ecOpsiI0uHO, Juist 00pa3a Benepsl, mo-BuauMomy, apxa-
HWYecKasi JeKCHKa MMeeT OOITbIIIoe 3HaUeHNE. YIoTpeoineHre BeHepoii BO3BBIIIIEHHBIX
CJIOB C apXaWdeCKUM OTTCHKOM M IOPHIMYECKHUX TEPMHHOB PE3KO KOHTPAcTHPYeT
C €€ UMITYJIbCHBHBIM U MEJIOYHBIM MOBEJICHUEM, HEIOCTOIHBIM MOTYIECTBEHHON
60rHHM, 32 c4eT yero odecredanBaeTcs 3O HEKT mapoIiH.
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