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THE GRAVESTONE OF METRODOROS FROM
THE EXCAVATIONS OF THE SOUTHERN SUBURB
OF CHERSONESOS TAURICA®

The paper is devoted to the publication of a newly found gravestone from the
excavations of the Southern Suburb of Chersonesos Taurica. The funerary stele
belongs to a known Chersonesean type: the deceased is depicted within an aedicule
niche, frontally, completely wrapped in a long himation. The youth’s head displays
individual features. The style of the work echoes peculiarities of the Roman
portraiture of Trajan’s reign. The composition of the stele, the character of the
drapery and the hairstyle make it possible to date the relief to ca. 125-150 AD.
The gravestone was produced locally, in Chersonesos, with the portrait most
probably being added to an already half-finished workpiece. The epigraph on the
stone has survived in its entirety (the type is datable to ca. 125-175 AD), and
a reading of it not only provides information about the dead youngster,
Mntpodmpog Amorlwvidov, but also sheds light on the technology used to
make lapidary inscriptions in the Northern Black Sea region. Directly under the
epitaph of Metrodoros, three lines of another inscription are discernible, carved
in thin and rather shallow lines. Their text and the spacing of the words in the
lines are absolutely identical to the last three lines of the main inscription; some
letters of this “lower” inscription are discernible also above. It may be suggested
that this is a so-called ordinatio — i.e. the primary layout of the plate intended for
the grave stele.

Crarbsl OCBAIICHA MYOIMKAIMK HOBOTO HaArpoous u3 packonok KOxHoro mnpu-
ropoga Xepconeca TaBpuueckoro. [lorpebanpHast cTea OTHOCHUTCS K XOPOIIO
N3BECTHOMY B XepCcoHece THILY: YMEPIIHH H300pakaeTcs B HUIIE-UKyIe GpoH-
TaJIbHO CTOAIIWM, ITOJTHOCTBIO 00JIeUeHHEBIM B }IHHHHBIﬁ rumaruii. ['onoBa roHOIIHN
UMEeT WHAWBUAYalbHbIE YEPThl; CTWJIb HCHOIHEHHS IOBTOPSET O0COOCHHOCTH
PUMCKOTO TIOpTpeTa nepuoa npasieHus TpasHa. KoMmmosunus cressl, XapakTep
JIPalMpPOBOK I0HOIIN W CTHIIb BOJOC MO3BOJISICT IaTUPOBATh peibed BTOPOIt deT-
BepThio — cepenunoii 11 B. HaarpoOue 06110 H3roToBIEHO HA MecTe, B XepcoHece,
cKopee BCero, mopTpeT Obul moOaBleH K mabioHy-3arotoBke. Ha maMsTHUKE
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MTOJTHOCTBIO COXpaHMIachk snuTadus (ee mpudt gatupyercs 2-it — 3-if 4eTBEpTHIO
II B. H. 3.), IpoYTEHNE KOTOPOH AaeT MH(OPMAIUIO HE TOIBKO 00 yMepIIeM Moa-
pOCTKe 1m0 uMeHH MnTpddwpog ATOAA®VIOOV, HO M MPOIMBAET CBET HA TEXHO-
JIOTHIO M3TOTOBJICHMS JamuaapHeix Hagmucedl B CesepHoMm [IpmuepHomopse.
[psimo nox snuTadueit MeTpogopa MOXKHO BUIETh TPU CTPOKH JPYTOil HA/IMUCH,
BBIPE3aHHOM TOHKMMH HENIyOOKHMH JMHUSMH. VX TEKCT M pa3OuBKa CIIOB IO
CTPOKaM IMOJTHOCTbIO HACHTUYHBI TOCIICAHUM TPEM CTPOKaAM OCHOBHOM HaAIIuCH,
HEKOTOpBIE OYKBHI ATOHM “HIDKHEH” HAANKCH Pa3IMIUMBI U BhIIe. MOXHO IIpef-
MIOJIOKHUTh, YTO ITO TaK Ha3biBaeMoe ordinatio — To ecTh NepBOHAYANIbHASL PA3MET-
Ka TUTATHI, IPEeAHA3HAYCHHON I HAATPOOHOI CTEebI.
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