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WHAT IS WRONG WITH NICOSTRATUS?
(AR. VESP. 82-83)

In Vesp. 71 ff. two slaves invite the audience to guess what dangerous disease,
beginning with @iAo-, their master’s father is ill with. The named Athenians make
their assumptions, each of which somehow compromises the person who offers it:
first pulokvPog, then eiomdtng, and finally a certain Nicostratus shouts out the
strange @uoBVTNg 1| eloEevog. The scholia, followed by old commentators,
understand @1A000tNG as dewcdaipwv (which has no parallel); modern opinio
communis suggests that @uoBotng 1| @OEevog means an over-hospitable
amphitryon, i.e. a careless spender or a boastful aristocrat: Nicostratus attributes
these qualities to Philocleon because he himself is one. The present paper stresses
that @uAoBVTNG and @AdEevog are unconditional virtues, both private and public,
and it is impossible to give them any pejorative meaning. Aristophanes’ joke is that
only Nicostratus, and no one else, paradoxically considers spending on sacrifices
and guests to be vices, and that all ptAoBvton and pirdoEevor are dangerous madmen
who must be guarded by their household. In other words, Nicostratus, whoever he
was, is ridiculed by Aristophanes as a miser.

B npornore Oc (71 cnn.) nBa paba npeyiaraioT myOimKke yragarh, Kakoi ormacHoOn
00JIe3HbI0, HAYMHAOILCHCS Ha QUL0-, OOJIEH OTel] UX x03siuHa. HaspiBaeMble 1Mo
UMEHH a()MHSHE BBIIBHTAIOT BEPCHH (KOTOPBIE, OYEBHIHO, KAK-TO KOMIIPOMETUPY-
I0T UX CaMUX): criepBa QUAOKLPOG, 3aTeM PIAOTOTNG U, HaKoHell, Hekuii HukocTpar
BBEIKPUKHBAET CTpaHHOE MLL0o0OTNG 1} p1hdEEVOS. CxommacT, 3a KOTOPBIM TTOCIIE0-
BAJIM MHOTHE CTapble MHTEPHPETAaTOpPhl, MOHMMaeT (LoBOTNG Kak delodaipmv
(4TO HE HAXOAWT TApaIIeNIei); COBpEeMEHHAs 0pinio communis TIPENONaraeT, 9To
cioBa PA00VTNG 1| IAOEEVOG O3HAUYAKOT YPE3MEPHO TOCTCIPHUHMHOTO XO3SIMHA,
T. ¢. OECIIeYHOro MOTa MJIM XBAaCTJIIMBOTO apuCTOKpaTa: HukocTpar mpumnuceiBaet
9T KayecTBa DUIOKICOHY, IOTOMY 4TO CaM TaKoB. B cTarbe mogyepkuBaeTcs, 4To
P00VTNG 1 PIAOEEVOG — ATO Oe3yCTIOBHBIE JOOPOAETENH, HE TOJIBLKO YaCTHBIC, HO
1 OOLICCTBEHHBIC, U IPHIABATh UM CKOJBKO-HUOYAb MEHOpaTHBHOE 3HAYCHHE He-
Bo3MOkHO. lIlyTka Aprucrodana cocTOUT B TOM, 9TO ToIbKo HukocTpat, u 6omnbie
HHKTO, [apaJOKCaIbHO CYUTACT TPAThl Ha KEPTBONPUHOIICHHUS U TOCTEl MOpoKa-
MH, a BceX IA00VTAL 1 PIAOEEVOL — OTTACHBIMU OE3yMIIaMH, KOTOPBIX UX TOMAIITHUE
JIOJDKHBI cTepedb. MHade roBops, HukocTpar, KTo Obl OH HU OBbLI, BEICMEHBACTCS
ApucTtodaHom Kak CKyIell.
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